
The American Dr Martin Luther King once said "Freedom 

is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be 

demanded by the oppressed." There are always consequences 

for both oppressed and oppressor alike. So this is our 

penultimate week studying Paul's epistle to the Galatians, 

which is fundamentally about freedom. This is so much more 

than a simple freedom from human oppression. For Paul the 

root of all oppression is embedded, it is dug deep down within 

the ground of creation. If we are truly honest with ourselves 

Gal 5 should make uncomfortable reading for every one of us 

- most of us aren't really free ourselves and most of us oppress 

others in our ways different ways and don't enable them to be 

free. And if you are saying under your breath - I’ve never 

oppressed anyone in my life - just remind yourself how you 

react to those around you when you don't get your own way. 

Do you shout them down, do you go behind their backs, and 

do you try passive aggression until you do get your own way? 

That is oppression just as much as being an angry dictator. 

 

There is no better way of seeing this lack of freedom in the 

politics of the last few days and weeks. Steve Croft the Bishop 

of Sheffield interprets Friday's result simply like this: a large 

number of people voted because they genuinely wanted 

Britain to leave the EU and to assert the right to self-

determination and self-governance even above short and 

medium term economic prosperity. People were demanding 

Freedom, they were demanding a new beginning even if that 

should bring instability. 

 

But St.Paul would say real Freedom only starts with Jesus 

Christ: "For freedom Christ has set us free - stand firm then 

and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery." Up to this 

point Paul has been lambasting the Galatians for exchanging 



the Grace of God for a religion that mixes the gospel with a 

reliance on the law, on rules and traditions. Paul says only 

immature and childish person exchanges the amazing Grace 

of God for following rules and regulations. Following rules 

will not get you into a relationship with God. In Gal 5:11, Paul 

says if he were preaching a gospel of rules "the offence of the 

cross would have been removed." The cross scandalizes the 

rule book.  You may all say, well we know that the cross is 

important. But it is not just important, it is vital in God's 

purposes from before the foundation of the world. The cross 

isn't just a pendant to wear round our necks; it is an eternal 

sign that Jesus Christ has set us free from an oppressive rule 

book of always trying to do the right thing, but never quite 

managing to achieve it.  

 

There is only one who is truly free and that is God. As created 

beings we can never be truly free like God because unlike 

God we are created by someone else and God knew this from 

the beginning. Imagine this, God didn't say well they are my 

creation and I am their God that is how it should be, them 

down there and me up here! Not at all! God comes down to 

this earth and exchanges his utter freedom, for the slavery of 

our flesh. At no point did Jesus use his "I am God trump 

card." That was just the start; he is so generous he goes to his 

death. Now friends there is nothing more broken, enslaved, 

unfree than having your arms stretched between two nails and 

hoisted 20 feet in the air so that you cannot breath, screaming 

in agony as the nails play torment to your medial nerve. That 

is how God lost his freedom in Jesus Christ.  

 

Jürgen Moltmann says "In his cross Jesus identified with the 

present reality of the world in all its negativity: its subjection 

to sin, suffering and death, its god-forsakenness and 



godlessness." At that point when Jesus cries "my God my God 

why have you forsaken me" there is wrenched a chasm in the 

Trinity of God, between the suffering Father who loses his 

son and the suffering Son who in that moment of shear agony 

cannot address God his Father anymore, but just "my God", 

like the rest of us. This chasm that breaks the perfect circle of 

the Trinity that breaks the perfect freedom of God does an 

astounding thing. It opens up a space within God the Trinity 

so vast that there is room for the whole world, the living and 

the dead, to move in. When Paul says "For freedom Christ 

has set us free" he means yes we are forgiven and cleansed by 

Jesus' sacrifice, but we are also received into Christ. We are 

taken into the very space created by Jesus as he exchanged his 

utter freedom for our slavery in order that the freedom of God 

found in this beautiful space of the Spirit inside God might 

become our freedom. This great opening in God is made for 

us to dwell in God. Friends ignore the cross and this all 

collapses. The cross will always scandalise the rulebook, but 

if you want true freedom you must cling to the cross and let 

go of the rules. The choice is yours! 

 

So what should we do with our freedom? Paul tells us in 

Philippians that Jesus "who was in the form of God did not 

regard equality with God as something to be exploited." Jesus 

never used his "I am God trump card." In the same way we 

are not permitted to abuse our freedom to dominate other 

people. Paul says "do not use your freedom as an opportunity 

for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one 

another." This is apposite, because if you are tempted to read 

facebook there is so much mud-slinging at both those who 

chose to remain and now even more keenly at those who have 

advocated to leave. Self-indulgence abounds. This passage 

speaks directly into the way we treat each other. It talks about 



giving way to the other person, or group of people and it 

forbids that "you bite and devour one another." St. Paul's 

humour is coming out hear: he means if you bite each other at 

some point you’re going to get eaten. Instead we are called to 

listen and act with generosity towards those who disagree 

with us and not force our way forwards.  

 

Friends this is an impossible way of life unless we live in that 

space of freedom created within the Trinity by Jesus on the 

cross. However the cross on its own leads only to death, it is 

the absence of God, it doesn't bring us into that freedom, it 

just makes it possible. So there must be more to this. Paul says 

in Romans 8:11 "if the Spirit of him who raised Christ from 

the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 

will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 

dwells in you." Do you have the Holy Spirit living in you, 

have you asked him to fill you afresh with the life of the 

resurrection, or do you feel like an old corpse dead from the 

toes upwards?  

 

The only way we can experience the freedom of God in this 

space created within the Trinity is by having the Spirit of God 

living in our hearts. Paul says in Galatians then "live by the 

spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh." Paul 

says having the Spirit is how you avoid "enmities, strife, 

jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions." Of course 

that is the grave danger faced by a nation in interregnum - we 

have already calls for parliament to reject the referendum and 

call for another one. Imagine the strife that will cause. As 

Christians we have an important burden to discharge over the 

coming months. For the sake of the freedom that God has 

given you in Christ - ask for the Spirit to reside with us that 

we may help unite this nation torn about through the process. 



Paul says "if we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the 

Spirit." Pray that God will guide the conservative party in its 

choice of another Prime Minister. Friends our well-being 

depends upon this. We need to be praying that despite these 

fundamental changes to our national landscape what may 

transpire, may be from the hand of God, liberation for those 

who have been oppressed and ignored by the liberal elites, 

and kindness towards those whose campaign to remain has 

not been realised. Fundamentally we need to pray that all 

people will build together towards a new future. Bishop Steve 

Croft conclude that it must cherish the poor and vulnerable, 

welcome the stranger and show mercy to the needy here and 

around the world and that absolutely includes 

our neighbours in Europe. 

 

Lets end with another famous American, Abraham Lincoln 

who said "We cannot be free men if this is, by our national 

choice, to be a land of slavery. Those who deny freedom to 

others, deserve it not for themselves." We can become people 

who set others free in their lives. We may disagree with the 

choices of others, but the hallmark of freedom is a respect for 

other people. Let me commend to you the freedom of God in 

Jesus Christ that you may set each other free. If you set each 

other free to be the people God is calling you to be then in 

Lincoln's words you will deserve the freedom God has given 

you. Amen  
 


